My Three Years in America

a scrupulous execution henceforth of the now altered policy of
the Imperial Government, such as will remove the principal
danger to an interruption of the good relations existing between
the United States and Germany.
" The Government of the United States feels it necessary to
state that it takes it for granted that the Imperial German
Government does not intend to imply that the maintenance of
its newly-announced policy is in any way contingent upon the
course or result of diplomatic negotiations between the Govern-
ment of the United States and any other belligerent Govern-
ment, notwithstanding the fact that certain passages in the
Imperial Government's Note of the 4th instant might appear
to be susceptible of that construction* In order, however, to
avoid any possible misunderstanding, the Government of the
United States notifies the Imperial Government that it cannot
for a moment entertain, much less discuss, a suggestion that
respect by German naval authorities for the rights of citizens
of the United States upon the high seas should in any way or
in the slightest degree be made contingent upon the conduct of
any other Government affecting the rights of neutrals and non-
combatants. Responsibility in such matters is single, not joint;
absolute, not relative/'
This American Note, however, in no way affected the peaceful
conclusion of the negotiations.
As a direct result of the Sussex incident, a step forward was
taken in the question of American peace mediation. When I
called on Colonel House, during the last days of the crisis, we
had a long conversation on this question* As always, Colonel
House had used his influence on the side of peace with regard
to the Sussex incident. He took this opportunity to convey
to me the pleasing news contained in a cablegram from Mr.
Gerard, that the German Government were now ready to agree
to American mediation.
This cablegram was the outcome of the following facts:
Mr, Gerard, on account of his anti-German tendency, was not
popular in Berlin, He regarded it as a personal slight that the
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